INTRODUCTION
The end of the cold war has been characterized by a wave of violent civil wars that have produced unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe and suffering. Although mostly intra-state, these conflicts have spread across borders and threatened international peace and security through mass refugees flow, proliferation of light arms, and the rise of local mercenary groups. One of the most affected areas is Africa, which has been the home of the world's most brutal and intractable conflicts for many decades. Beginning with the Liberian crisis which erupted in 1989, conflicts quickly spread to neighbouring Sierra-Leone in 1991. Subsequently, both Mali and Niger fought bitter wars with secessionist Tuareg rebels, while Senegal battled Casamance separatists (Kabia 2009 The plausible causal explanation for these conflicts and their frequency has engaged the attention of scholars of different fields. While some analysts portray it as being generated by hatred and feelings of deep-seated animosity between and Chuka Enuka 22 among ethnic groups, others have rejected that explanation as being insufficient (Verwimp 2006) . Krain (1994) posited that ethnic factionalization is uncorrected with the onset of genocide or political mass murder as we found in Rwanda. The ethnic label put on many conflicts often mask the real reasons behind these conflicts. Economic analyses of conflict data for many countries has demonstrated that income, export, governance, population density and the presence of mineral wealth significantly influence the probability of civil war or genocide, and the inclusion of these variables weakens the effects of an ethnic hatred variable (Collier et al 2003 , Soya 2002 . Prevalence of conflicts has also been blamed on what has been called the 'weak state thesis ' (Oche 2003 , Ali 2006 . According to this thesis, weak states display a low level of vertical legitimacy in that substantial portions of the society fail to display any loyalty to the rulers: the personification of the state demonstrated by the use of the apparatus of state for personal gain; and the absence of horizontal legitimacy or a feeling of community and a common conception of the state. Looking at it from the economic sphere, Elbadawi and Hegre (2003) think that 'economic shocks' fuel tension and greater concern for access to resources. Nnabudere (2000) , Toyo (2000) have argued that globalization would increase national and local inequalities and that as long as distribution of resources remain as it is, there cannot but be an increase in inequality among and within states. This, according to Ali (2006) breeds conflicts.
While the root causes of armed conflicts in Africa may vary, it is unquestionable that small arms are a major challenge to security. The persistence and the increased number of wars in Africa are partially due to small arms proliferation. As Klare and Boutwell (2000) rightly put it, "Nowhere has the relation between the accessibility of light weapons and the outbreak and severity of conflict been more dramatically evident than in Africa" once competing groups have been armed with automatic weapons. Any minor dispute can escalate quickly into a major bloodbath. This factor of small arms proliferation is connected to the horrific scale of violence that engulfed Rwanda. The majority Hutu government and the minority Tutsi opposition both had been amply supplied with small arms and light weapons. Meijer (2005) found that few months before the genocide in Rwanda, Human Rights Watch presented evidence that the then government of Rwanda was buying Small Arms Proliferation and Armed Conflicts in Africa: … 23 weapons. The regime was distributing weapons among the population, using Rwanda's administration as part of the civilian self defense programme. One person per unit of ten households was armed (HRW 1994) . Evidently, every nook and cranny of Rwandan society were saturated with small arms and light weapons.
Guns, machine guns, grenades and large quantities of bullets were afloat. The role played by small arms in the Rwandan conflict has remained unexplored, yet
important. An investigation of the role played by these weapons may help to prevent the indirect effects of small arms availability and misuse in Africa.
SMALL ARMS AND CONFLICT IN AFRICA
Since the end of the cold war, Africa has witnessed an outbreak of ethnic, religious Sierra-Leone, Nigeria, and Togo. In East Africa, they are Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, and Uganda. In Central Africa, the countries include Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, and Rwanda. In North Africa, a war is being waged in Algeria.
In Southern Africa, the countries experiencing a war are Angola, and Zimbabwe What complicates the problems of small arms and the havocs it unleashes on Africa's peace and security is that it places weapons in the hands of untrained and undisciplined users. Only a few of these untrained fighters know something about the Geneva Conventions on human rights, and therefore, either specifically target civilians or fire indiscriminately into crowds, killing and wounding scores of noncombatants, women, children and international aid workers. Even after formal conflicts are over, the young ex-combatants who have known little else besides war usually have a high tendency of resorting to their weapons as a means of making a living through acts of street crime and organized operation.
Although proliferation of small arms generates money for those who manufacture them, African people pay a heavy price due to lack of accountability or international regulations to address the abuses those products cause. According to the Global Facilitation Network Security Sector Reform, nations such as France, Russia, UK, China and USA, the five permanent members of the United Nations 
THE RWANDAN CONFLICT
The Rwandan conflict, which claimed the lives of about one million Tutsis, was linked to the history and political beginning of the country. Right from after achieving independence, Rwanda has been deeply divided, with a very low pace of integration. The seed of hatred and discord between the Hutu and Tutsi ethnic groups, that later opened into a horrific genocidal killing, was sown from the years of colonial administration. Ethnographers and historians claim that the Hutus and the Tutsis are essentially the same people and cannot be really considered as professor, every teacher, every civil servant, every priest, every doctor, every clerk, every student, every civil rights activists was hunted down in a house-to-house operation (Melvern 2000) . Anyone whose identity card showed a Tutsi affiliation was executed. The actors in the conflict were the Hutu government, Hutu youth militia, Interahamwe that supported it, and the Hutu populace in general. On the opposing side were the minority Tutsi militia group, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) and Tutsi populace. On the 9 th of April, the Interrahamwe militia, led by presidential guards, hacked to death 500 men, women and children who had taken shelter in the Catholic mission in Kigali (Holzgrefe 2003) . In another incident, the Interahamwe shot 120 men who had taken refuge in St. Famille Church in Kigali.
Soldiers killed any wounded Tutsi who made it to hospital. In Taba, the Interahamwe killed all male Tutsis, forced the women to dig graves to bury the men, and then threw the children in the graves. Holzgrefe captured the account of a survivor who said "I will never forget the sight of my son pleading with me not to bury him alive. He kept trying to come out and was beaten back. And we had to keep covering the pit with earth until there was no movement left. Massacres such as these became a commonplace throughout Rwanda. An estimated 43, 000 Tutsis were killed in Karama Gikongoro, a further 100, 000 massacred in Butare. Over 16,000 people were killed around Cyangugu; 4,000 in Kibeho; 5,500 in Cyahinda; 2,500 in Kibungo (Forges 1999) . It was observed that one bloated and mutilated body plunged over the Rusomo Falls on Kagera River every minute (Holzgrefe 2003) . From all indications it became obvious that a terrible genocidal madness has taken over Rwanda. In three months, as many as one million Tutsis were shot, burned, starved, tortured, stabbed or hacked to death (Melvern 2000) . According to Verwimp (2006) , boxes of small arms were found entering into Rwanda from Belgium. Wealthy businessmen as well as directors of state-owned companies used their resources to import, transport and distribute firearms as well as traditional weapons. The spread of these weapons was to both the rural and urban areas. Instructions were given on how many recruits should be trained, and
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what kind of weapons they should receive and how recruits should be trained to use them. To make up for the short supply of firearms, it was instructed that the civilian population should use machetes, spears, swords, bows and arrows. The military authorities at the national as well as the local levels prepared themselves to fight an enemy not at the war front, but dispersed among the population. Firearms were handed out to communal councilors, soldiers, army reservists and trained militia (Verwimp 2006) . This policy was clearly meant to militarize the rural areas and draw the rural population into the conflict, however far they lived from the frontline. Ordinary farmers were told to participate in the self-defence programme with their own farming tools. This implies that apart from arms that came in illegally, the weapons used during the genocide were acquired to a great extent before it actually started (Ngang 2007).
Apart from France, other major arms suppliers to the Rwandan Armed Forces before the embargo included China, Egypt, Greece, Poland and South Africa.
Uganda is considered to have strongly been the source of arms to the RPF side. Not only state actors were involved in weapons supplies but also private enterprises.
The French company, DYL signed a multi-million dollar contract to deliver arms to Rwanda. Ngang (2007) observed that French companies were undisputed providers of arms to Rwanda. Not only did they carry out direct transfers to the country, they also helped in facilitating weapons deliveries by other countries. Even after the imposition of embargo on arms supplies to Rwanda, many European countries like
France were found supplying to Rwanda either to the Hutu side or the Tutsi.
Human Right Watch has the record of shipments of small arms into Rwanda through Goma, in Zaire. Zaire did not only help to facilitate deliveries by French through Goma, but also was actively involved in supplying small arms and light weapons to the Hutu group during the genocide.
Asit has been said, small arms were not a side issue in the Rwandan war, they were a central feature of it. Small arms were used not only for direct killing, but also to intimidate and mobilize the population into killing. In Bembe, Betenyo and Gayenzi, the Interahamwe militia leaders fired in the air arousing fear among the population. Firearms were thus used as a means of coercion, to make people do what they were not willing to do. In Gayezi, an Interahamwe leader was said to have fired in the air commanding the Hutus to start killing the Tutsis (Verwimp 2006 ). In addition to using guns to coerce Hutus to take action against the Tutsis, they were also used to perpetuate gender violence. Ngang ( 
